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Lawrence waives application fees, switches to Early Action

Applicants to Lawrence University will no longer be required to pay a fee to apply, and will use the early action system rather than binding early decision.
Photo by Eric Lee

Hannah Kinzer
Staff Writer

____________________________________

On Sept. 28, 2015, Lawrence
University announced changes to
its application process. There is
no longer a $40 application, and
the early decision (ED) option has
been replaced with an early action
I option.
The Lawrence University
admissions process, according
to its website, aims to “find and
select those students in a way that
reflects [Lawrence’s] institutional
values, follows the Statement of
Principles of Good Practice of the
National Association for College
Admission Counseling, and—
above all—puts students at the
center of the admission process.”
Lawrence University changed
its application policy in 2005 when
it made submitting ACT and SAT
scores optional. A press release
from June 27, 2011 featured then
Vice President of Enrollment and
Dean of Admissions and Financial

Aid Steve Syverson, who helped
to institute the change. Syverson
said, “A student’s high school
record is the best predictor of
success in college, so if that student has done well in high school
but has weaker test scores, they
can ask that we not consider their
scores.”
The website’s admissions
page says “ever since 2005 […]
about 75% of our applicants have
chosen to submit scores […] 25%
have not.” According to the New
Student Profile 2015 released by
Lawrence, 77% of freshmen submitted standardized test scores
last year.
Now, Lawrence has revised
its policy once more after “seeking
the advice of a number of college
counselors who work with high
school students,” according to the
website.
The application options for
Lawrence University are now
early action I with a Nov. 1 application deadline, early action II

with a Dec. 1 application deadline
and regular decision with a Jan. 15
application deadline.
In both early decision and
early action, students receive
their admission decision earlier
than those applying under regular
decision. However, early decision
is a binding commitment, where
students must withdraw applications to other schools if they are
accepted and receive adequate
financial aid. They must also reply
to the college earlier than May
1, the National Candidate’s Reply
Date. According to the College
Board website, “ED plans have
come under fire as unfair to students from families with low
incomes, since they do not have
the opportunity to compare financial aid offers.”
Early action is a non-binding option, where students can
choose whether or not to attend
the college. They must reply to
the college by May 1. According to
the College Board website, around

450 colleges have early decision
or early actions plans.
In a press release on Sept.
28, 2015, the Dean of Admissions
and Financial Aid Ken Anselment
noted that early decision is offered
at selective colleges and is helpful in planning for enrollment.
However, he said, “We believe
it is more beneficial to let the
students fully consider all their
options until May 1. Admitted students who know Lawrence is the
right place for them can certainly
make their decisions as early as
they’d like, but they will no longer
need a binding agreement from
Lawrence to do so.”
According to the Common
Data Set 2014-2015 released
by Lawrence, only 12 students
applied early decision out of the
2,747 students that applied for
the 2014-2015 academic year.
Additionally,
Lawrence
University no longer has a $40
application fee. In the press
release, Anselment said, “Despite

the budget implications for
Lawrence, we felt it was important to simplify the process and
eliminate any potential hurdle
that would prevent a qualified student from considering Lawrence.”
In recent years, the number of
applicants to Lawrence University
has grown. In 1983, when
Syverson began at Lawrence, the
number of applicants was 879. In
2005, when standardized scores
became optional, the number of
applicants was 2,060. In 2015, for
the most recent freshmen class,
the number of applicants was
3,031.
As applications increase,
Lawrence continues to focus
on students in the application
process. In the press release,
Anselment said, “With testoptional admission, no-fee applications and three non-binding
admission deadlines, we hope to
put students at the center of our
admission process.”

the Kalaanjali School of Dance &
Music, Kanopy Dance Company
and Nepali American Friendship
Association. Other performers
included the Appleton Boychoir,
Lawrence University Gamelan
Ensemble, Lawrence University
Dance Team and various other
informal student groups.
Junior Juliana Olsen-Valdez,
one of the emcees of the event,
wished there would have been
more attendees, but thought the
event was very successful. “I feel
like Lawrence is usually a hub
where we show our talents, so it’s
cool to see people come and show

their talents to Lawrence students
and the greater Appleton community,” said Olsen-Valdez.
“I think they did a really awesome job of being really culturally
appropriate, and I think that really
made the concert as a whole” said
Olsen-Valdez.
The concert was part of a
project of the Lawrence University
Rotaract Club and the Rotary Club
of Appleton to support Nepal in
its recovery from the devastating
earthquake that struck the country in April of 2015. Other than
the concert, the groups are raising
funds through grants from foun-

dations and crowd sourcing.
The funds raised will go
to Possible Health, a nonprofit
healthcare organization focusing on rebuilding a community
clinic in the Dolakha district, near
the epicenter of the earthquake.
The goal of the project is to raise
$45,000, the total cost of constructing a clinic.
This is an intitiative by
junior Bimalsen Rajbhandari,
who is from Nepal and founded
the Rotaract Club at Lawrence
in 2013. Rajbhandari contacted
President of Appleton Rotary
Club B.S. Sridhar last spring and

the groups have worked closely
together in the fundraising process.
Rajbhandari said they were
careful to select an organization to
raise money for. “Possible Health
is recognized by so many important organizations as being very
accountable, very innovative, and
if you look at their website, one
of the best things they do—which
is highly unusual for any organization—is they publish all their
financial accounts online,” said
Rajbhandari.

Nepal Relief Concert benefits victims of April’s earthquake

Laura Udelson
Assoc. News Editor

__________________________________

THIS

WEEK

The Nepal Relief Concert took
place from 7 p.m. to 10 p.m. last
Saturday, Oct. 3, in the Lawrence
Memorial Chapel. Part of a project
to rebuild Nepal after the April
earthquake, the event was organized by the Lawrence University
Rotaract Club and Rotary Club of
Appleton. All proceeds raised will
be used to support the construction of a community clinic in the
Dholakha district of Nepal.
The concert featured three
dance groups from Madison:
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Cost of fire response raises alarm LUCC considers changes

to group housing policies

Peter Winslow

For The Lawrentian

___________________________________

Campus fire alerts require Appleton Fire Deptartment response, which can incur large fees for Lawrence University.
Photo by Hailie Nguyen

Tina Czaplinska
Staff Writer

____________________________________

With the new school year
comes an old set of issues.
Annually, students—hungry for
popcorn or otherwise—set off fire
alarms. While often inconvenient,
these fire alarms can also become
very expensive for Lawrence
University.
“The first time the fire department is called, there is a $100 fee
and this increases each time,” said
Assistant Dean of Students Rose
Wasielewski.
If a student is found responsible for setting off the alarm, this
charge is fined to their account.
However, unless setting off the
fire alarm becomes habitual for
a particular individual, this fine
will typically not exceed $100.
Otherwise, this fine is taken care
of by a general student affairs
fund established to take care of
these kinds of blunders.
It seems Trever Hall often
gets the brunt of the fire alarm

issues. However, Wasielewski
stressed that there is no validity
to this bad reputation.
“Traditionally, the first-year
student-heavy buildings tend
to get more fire alarms set off,
and I think that this comes from
the fact that some students may
have never cooked for themselves
before,” said Wasielewski. “Or that
have never used a microwave. A
student may think they pressed
three minutes when they actually
pressed 30.”
Despite the harmless causes
of most of these fire emergencies,
Lawrence finds immense value in
ensuring fire safety. So much so
that administrators have created
an entire position dedicated to the
cause. Jose Saldivar is Lawrence’s
very first fire safety coordinator.
“I check each building’s system monthly. 65 buildings. 900
extinguishers. Even more fire
detectors,” said Saldivar.
Saldivar explained that a multitude of things can set off these
fire alarms. If you live in a theme

house where most of the residents
enjoy morning showers, the steam
and condensation is enough to
trigger the alarm.
“This is good!” exclaims
Saldivar, as the success of this
system relies on the detectors’
sensitivity.
Despite this, Saldivar recognizes the inconvenience of a fire
alarm going off. Consequently,
Saldivar is working to install
microwave detectors in each
building that turn the device off in
the presence of smoke.
Saldivar emphasized that
there are things students can do
to prevent fire alarms going off.
Since some buildings are older,
over-wattage can be an issue.
Therefore, not using heaters can
prevent circuit breaks that can
cause building fires.
His breakthrough nugget of
advice is actually quite simple.
“If people stay with their
food, the amount of fire alarms
would go down drastically,” concluded Salvidar.

The application process for
formal group and theme housing has been the subject of much
discussion over the past several years at Lawrence. This past
Sunday, Oct. 4, junior Malcolm
Lunn-Craft and sophomore
Dan Commins, members of the
Lawrence University Community
Council (LUCC) Residence Life
Committee, shared steps LUCC has
been taking in order to better suit
the process to students.
Commins stated, “Last
year, there was a proposal from
Campus Life that was brought to
us, and then to the [LUCC] General
Council, to make all group housing
applications under one policy. […]
The process felt especially rushed
for students.” Commins further
explained that the Campus Life
administration would rather leave
the authority of overseeing group
housing to students.
Lunn-Craft, explaining how
LUCC was planning on dealing
with these issues with the legislation this year, said, “It is going to
be a three-step process. First, we
are going to gather information
from every group that currently
occupies a house and groups who
could potentially acquire a house.
We will be asking them what they
like, any changes that they see fit
and any little aspects that they
want to get rid of.”
“The second step will be
the actual formation of our legislation. Our goal is to make the
process less confusing as well as
incorporating the input from the
groups around campus. The third

is to have a finalized application
process by Spring Term, when the
housing process kicks off for the
coming year.”
According to Lunn-Craft and
Commins, when suggesting potential changes to group housing legislation, some groups reiterated
the rushed feeling and confusion
of last year’s process. They also
wondered whether or not the formal group housing process could
more closely reflect the theme
housing process that is in place
now. Lunn-Craft and Commins
stated that these suggestions from
current groups on campus will be
considered and hopefully factored
into the legislation for a cleaner,
more concise group application
process.
Groups interested in campus
housing for the coming academic
year will face the loss of all five
student-occupied Union Street
houses, as well as Sabin house.
These houses will be repurposed
for visiting faculty and guest
speakers because the City of
Appleton has zoned them strictly
for single-family use. Commins
explained that while students will
be losing these houses as residences, “there are going to be four
Colman lofts intended for group
housing.” However, “the 14 spaces
for group housing will unfortunately drop to 13.”
With this drop in the number of housing possibilities, there
will be an even more competitive
edge to attain group housing in
the coming years. However, with
revised and clearer applications,
the Residence Life Committee
hopes it will be a much simpler
and proactive process for campus
groups applying for a house.

Miranda Howe speaks on process and navigating the art world
Nicole Mitchell
Staff Writer

____________________________________

On the evening of Monday,
Oct. 5, visiting artist Miranda
Howe delivered a lecture to a
group of students and professors
in the Wriston Art Center auditorium. Howe is an artist-in-residence at the John Michael Kohler
Arts Center, and works mainly in
sculptural ceramics, on which she
uses many innovative techniques
to impress complex designs.
Her visit is one of many
connections between Lawrence
University and the Kohler Arts
Center. Frederick R. Layton
Professor of Art and Associate
Professor of Art Rob Neilson was a
foundry artist-in-residence at the
center, and Ruth Kohler, mother of
the center’s current director, was
a major donor to the construction
of Kohler Hall.
Howe was brought to campus
by Professor and Uihlein Fellow of
Studio Arts Megan Sullivan. She
thought Howe’s work would have
“wide appeal for students as it
combines ceramics, printmaking and sculptural techniques.”
Explaining the benefits of bringing
speakers such as Howe to campus,
Sullivan referenced how “exposure to more types of art-making
and visual problem-solving can
open us up to consider more possibilities in our own art practices.”
She also said that having an

artist as a public speaker “demonstrates the need to be able to
verbalize your artistic process and
your inspirations in a cogent fashion.” Sullivan said, “By interacting
with Miranda Howe, students are
able to mine the resource of her
experience in the art world and
as a maker … She has created
different bodies of work and has
years of experience in working in
a studio. It is good for students to
see the dedication and work ethic
that is required to pursue a life in
the arts.”
Accompanying Howe on her
visit to campus, and providing
her introduction, was the Kohler
Arts Center’s Arts/Industry
Coordinator Kristin Pluchar. In
her introduction, Pluchar briefly
explained the Arts/Industry program, a collaboration between the
art center and the Kohler company, “based on the question:
what happens if you give … working studio artists access, materials and technical assistance in a
working, industrial, manufacturing environment?”
As part of the program, artists-in-residence like Howe are
given transportation to Wisconsin,
accommodations, materials and
supplies, a small stipend, and
access to the Kohler factory to
work.
Taking the floor, Howe then
spoke about bodies of work she
created at each of the many pres-

Howe spoke at Lawrence University on Monday, touching on her experience with variouis residencies and mediums.
Photo by Michael Hubbard

tigious residencies she has held,
including Kohler, where she has
been printing on and casting
ceramic tiles in the shape of toilet
bowl lids.
She touched on how her
work is “deeply influenced by her
print-making background and her
interest in geology,” as well as circumstantial inspirations, including growing up with a quilter for

a mother, summers spent working
at Alaskan canneries and a forest
fire that razed the backyard of her
New Mexico home.
Asked by Associate Professor
of Art History Ben Tilghman on
how she chooses the designs that
she imprints on the surfaces of
her ceramics, Howe responded,
“I’m drawn to both geometry and
the super-ornate,” and also cited

her travels as an influence.
After her talk, Howe took
questions from the audience and
elaborated on many of the technical aspects of her work, such as
adding volcanic rock to her clay
and screen-printing onto ceramics.
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The Golden Greek
Savvas Sfairopoulos
For The Lawrentian

___________________________

Coming to Lawrence as
an international student from
Greece, I realized quite early that,
unlike other students, I had an
extra responsibility. I come from
a country which once served as
the cradle of civilization by giving
birth to individuals who molded
human history to their will and
left their marks upon it.
Unfortunately, however, in my
country’s modern history, as the
late great Christopher Hitchens
once put it, “there is a close relationship between national humiliation and political radicalization.”
As a student from Greece, I
thereby feel that it is my duty
to break down the stereotypes
related to my nationality whilst
also promoting my personal identity. In trying to achieve this, I
often find myself drawing inspiration from past Greeks who
decided to follow the path less
travelled and eventually became
world phenomena. I have thereby
decided to dedicate this article to
Aristotle Onassis, also known as
“The Golden Greek,” whose life
story is an immense source of
motivation for me.
Aristotle “Aristos” Onassis
was born on Jan. 15, 1906 in
Smyrna — in modern-day Turkey
— to a rather wealthy family.
His father, a tobacco merchant,
wanted to send his son to Oxford

University to become an educated man and to join the academic
world. Young Aristos, however,
had other interests: playing football in the nearby alley, going
swimming with his friends and
oftentimes playing practical jokes
to impress girls of his age.
The Great Fire of Smyrna,
which took place on Sept. 13,
1922 and is of hotly disputed origin, resulted in enormous waves
of Greek and Armenian refugees
fleeing Anatolia to find shelter in
Greece. Witnessing the horrific
deaths of his friends and neighbors, and the utter destruction
of his hometown stigmatized
Onassis for the rest of his life. The
plight of the refugee crisis combined with his family’s poor living
conditions upon their arrival to
Greece urged him to take a leap of
faith; armed with his immalleable
spirit and nothing but $60 in his
pocket, he decided to take the next
ship to Buenos Aires.
Buenos Aires was booming back in the early ‘20s. With a
brand new subway network and
the emergence of cinema and the
arts, the capital of Argentina was a
favored destination for European
immigrants. Argentina was a
world famous center of business,
and Onassis was the right person
to take advantage of that. As soon
as he arrived there, he started
washing dishes for a living while
also working as a night watchman.
Shortly after, he found a

roommate and shared with him
a single-roomed apartment with
only one bed. Aristos arranged it
so that he could work as a telephone operator at night and sleep
in the morning, while his roommate worked during the day and
slept at night.
Working the night shift at the
telephone company, Onassis had
a lot of free time in his hands
and thus decided to eavesdrop on
international calls to learn languages, while at the same time
extracting useful business information and using it to his advantage. He spent all the money he
earned on expensive clothing
and perfume in order to infiltrate
Buenos Aires’ most exclusive bars
and then befriend the most important individuals there; politicians,
lawyers and business executives
were all wowed by his charisma

Contamination

This serial story is a collaboration
between the members of Lawrence
University’s Creative Writing Club.
This week’s installation is written by
Electra Arnade
Serena Summers finally managed to leave her room for the first
time in a few days to find, disappointingly, that the temperature
had absolutely plummeted. She
sighed wistfully into the gray skies
but trudged on happily to experience fresh air.
The food poisoning had hit
her hard. She had become bedridden for a few days with stomach
cramps and could only manage
to swallow tea and microwave
ramen. It was utter chaos to the
extent she has never seen at university. Rumors were spreading
about the safety of campus food,
and she herself had been dependant on 50-cent ramen for several
days at this point.
But no matter, right now all
she had to do was go back to the
garden. As far as she was aware,
nobody had checked up on the
basil in a long time. On top of
the chaotic condition of the campus commons, the upperclassmen had all been running around
with homework and responsibilities and the freshman were just
… slacking. However, when she
entered the garden, it didn’t matter anymore. It was her own space
and she loved it, forgetting the

Discovery

discomfort of the past week.
The plants looked well
hydrated in the mist. Finally, it
had begun to rain again after the
long dry spell. The basil leaves had
sprouted marvelously, and a lot of
the plants looked right on track
for growth despite there being
quite a bit of weeds. Serena took
to plucking the weeds, pulling
them sharply from the roots.
That’s when the smell—
sharp and repugnant—was wafted across her nose by the wind.
She reeled and stood up to sniff
the air. Her immediate thought
was that something was rotting—perhaps a dead squirrel left
behind by a hawk? She cautiously
went towards the scents, which
led her to a rough pile of soil and
fertilizer that had been placed at
the start of the term and had been
used recently to supplement the
herbs and vegetables. It did look
messier than last time somehow,
and the closer she got, the worse
the smell became.
Her heart pounded in her
chest, and an overwhelming feeling of dread began to enclose
around her. She plucked a shovel from the tool rack and gently scooped off some of the top

layer of dirt. The suffocating odor
seeped out, worse than normal
compost. She dug again and felt
something soft against her shovel.
An unmoving finger poked out of
the dark soil. It took a moment
for the image to fully hit her, but
when it did, she shrieked—a horrible noise escaping her throat
and echoing around campus.
She fell backwards and
numbly reached for her phone.
She heard someone call to
her from a distance, “Hey, are
you okay?” as she numbly dialed
security and whispered into her
phone, “the garden … help.”
“Campus Safety, what can we
do for you?” said a stiff and professional voice across the phone.”
“I think there’s a body. In the
garden. A human body.”
“What?! Can you elaborate?
We’re on our way,” he boomed,
but her vision began to blur, and
sweat broke out across her skin
in flashes of hot and cold. She
heard footsteps thudding behind
her as someone answered her
cries. Then she felt herself lose
consciousness.

and his witty temperament.
Using the knowledge he had
acquired thus far, he convinced
some of these businessmen to
fund his first steps in the tobacco
market. In order to advertise his
brand of cigarettes, he scattered
empty packets across the city’s
busiest streets and train stations.
By the time he was 25, he had
made his first million and realized
that the shipping business was
the future.
Aristos had an unprecedented talent, something that very few
in the business possessed. He had
an almost infallible instinct that
guided him straight to new opportunities to expand his empire. He
went into the shipping business
during the Great Depression and
managed to buy six brand-new
Canadian ships for a fourth of
their original price. He realized

how important oil would become
during the industrial revolution of
the ‘40s and ordered the very first
15,000-ton oil tanker in the world.
Shipping was flourishing,
and he took advantage of that
by buying larger, more imposing tankers. He kept coming up
with new tricks like signing coal
transportation contracts for ships
that had not yet been built. Once,
when an Arab prince tried to fool
him by altering the terms of their
agreement, Aristosotle signed
the papers with a pen whose ink
would disappear within an hour.
Onassis was called “The
Golden Greek” because he reached
the top through painstaking effort.
As I stride proudly into my next
class here at Lawrence, I look back
at this man’s life and think, “I, too,
can do it.”

Please Club Responsibly
Fiona Masterton
Columnist

___________________________

Dear Fiona,
I’ve been a part of many different clubs in the past here at
Lawrence, and at every Activities
Fair I seem to sign up for more. I’m
starting to feel super overwhelmed!
These organizations are really important to me, but I feel like my
schoolwork is suffering because
of all the time I devote to going to
meetings and stuff. I don’t want to
leave any of these groups, but what
else could I possibly do to make
sure I don’t overbook myself and go
crazy?
- Overwhelmed and Overinvolved

Dear Overwhelmed
Overinvolved,

and

So many clubs, so little time!
It’s the age-old Lawrentian tale.
Student organizations are an important part of many students’
experience here at Lawrence.
They help you make friends with

people sharing common interests,
you get to be a part of cool events,
and they generally just help make
Lawrence a super awesome place
to go to school. I totally get the
impulse to be a part of all of them,
but let’s take a step back for a second. School is hard. Homework is
hard. Life is hard. You have to prioritize. I’m going to throw down
some hard truth here: you need to
pick a couple of clubs to drop or at
least become less involved in.

Here’s how I suggest you do
this: make a list of the clubs you’re
in and then separate them into
categories based on how interested you are. If you’re not super
into making lists like I am, you can
do this in your head when you’re
trying to fall asleep or something.
You should have a category for the
clubs that are cool, but less important to you, a category for the
ones that you love, but take up too
much time, and lastly a category
for the ones that are absolutely essential to you. There shouldn’t be
more than two clubs in that last
category.

See page 10
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First female golfer adds talent to men’s golf team

Gabe Chapman
Staff Writer

____________________________________

It might come as a surprise
to hear that freshman Natalie
Galster plays on the Lawrence
University Men’s Golf team. It
might also come as a surprise to
learn that she picked up the game
of golf at all. A freshman from
Wautoma, Wisc. studying in the
Conservatory of Music, Galster did
not come from a family of avid
golfers.
“It is kind of weird, nobody in
my family plays golf,” said Galster.
“[My mom started bringing me
to] lessons when I was 10 and I

liked it. It is something that I can
continue to do my whole life, and
I think it is a good skill to have.”
Through lessons and parental support, Galster developed a
love for the game and began playing junior Professional Golfers’
Association of America (PGA)
tournaments in Wisconsin. When
Galster arrived on campus, she
was eager to explore any golf
opportunities Lawrence had to
offer, but found her options to be
limited.
“I heard [Lawrence] had a
golf team and I really wanted to
be on it,” said Galster. “I found out
they did not have a women’s team,
so I talked to Coach [Jonathan]

Sheridan about that and he said ‘if
you don’t mind playing from the
blue tees, we’d love to have you.’”
Not only is she one of a few
female athletes to compete with
the men’s team at Lawrence,
this is the first time Galster has
ever been a member of any organized golf team. Growing up in
Wautoma, Galster was homeschooled and therefore, never
played for a high school.
Despite the added challenge of competing at the men’s
level, the pressure of being the
only woman on the team has not
dampened her desire to play and
to improve her game. If anything,
it has had a positive effect. Her

Saturday, O’Mahoney now leads
the Midwest Conference in field
goals made.
In the end, Grinnell’s balanced attack was enough to outpace the Vikings (1-4) despite the
Pioneers being held scoreless in
the second half. The game marked
the halfway point for the season
as well as the end of non-divisional games for the remainder of the
regular season.
The Vikings will now try to
take advantage of a much needed bye week. “We are going to
get back to basics in practice this
week. I am excited,” said sophomore wide outside receiver Cole
Erickson. “We have been improving throughout the season. We
need to keep chipping away.”
The Vikings have been characterized by their relentlessness
all season. Through five games,
the team has only allowed seven
fourth-quarter points. “We have
not given up once [when] other
teams start to let up early,”
Erickson said.
The Vikes also have several
players suffering from injuries.
Starting junior wide receiver
Trevor Spina is likely done for
the season with a shoulder injury. Freshman linebacker Hunter
Adams is also out long-term with
a leg injury. The Vikes are waiting for the return of senior Josh
Mosley and freshman Cam Boerm,
both of whom hope to return
from knee injuries in time for
the Oct. 17 contest again Carroll
University. The roster is undersized as is, so the Vikings will

need as many healthy players as
possible, as it takes on its competition in the North division of the
Midwest Conference in the coming weeks.
Butterfield and fellow freshman quarterback Kemani Pittman
are expected to continue to split
time under center. “We have great
leadership at quarterback,” said
junior offensive lineman and
team captain Jackson Straughan.
“[Butterfield] is a quick dude and
Kemani has a strong arm.”
The team has seen strong
leadership from Straughan this
season. Straughan leads a depleted offensive line as the five starters play nearly every snap. “I
love what we’re doing with the
fly offense,” Straughan said of the
new offensive scheme implemented by a coaching staff that is all
in its first season at Lawrence.
“It’s high tempo and [Offensive
Coordinator Mark] Speckman is
doing a great job. Recruitment is
going to be [a] huge focus for the
offseason,” Straughan added.
While starting games fast
and limiting penalties have been
a struggle to this point for LU,
maintaining a positive attitude
has not been. “I am proud of our
guys,” Erickson said. Straughan
added that as a leader, he tries to
stay calm and collected no matter
what. “I’m going out there, play
by play, doing my best to help the
team get a win.” Lawrence’s next
opportunity for a victory will be
against Carroll on Oct. 10 at 5 p.m.
in the Banta Bowl.

respect for the skill of her teammates has motivated her to work
harder to try to get to their playing level.
“These guys are really good
golfers. It is a little intimidating,
just because I am used to playing
from the women’s tees all my life
and I cannot hit the ball as far as
they do, so that is definitely a disadvantage,” she said. “But it does
not really affect me at all. It just
makes me want to work harder.”
To make up for the limited
amount of time the team actually
spends on the course, Galster said
that they try to get together when
not out playing. “Coach wants
us to get out and play two prac-

tice rounds a week, but that just
doesn’t happen because everyone
is too busy,” she said. “But we are
always eating lunch and dinner
together.”
Galster is allowed to play in
tournaments with the team, but
her schedule has only allowed
her to compete in the first one
of this fall season. Pending no
conflicts with her schedule in
the Conservatory, Galster is looking forward to the spring season
when she hopes to be able to compete with the team on a regular
basis. She hopes to play on the
team all four years at Lawrence.

Football struggles as season heats up X-Country picks up pace
Jordan Atkins

For The Lawrentian

____________________________________

The Lawrence University
(Vikings) Football team suffered its third consecutive loss
last Saturday, Oct. 4, at the hands
of the Grinnell College Pioneers.
Lawrence’s second half comeback
fell short after falling behind by
two touchdowns at halftime. The
Vikings gained more yards, produced more first downs, committed fewer penalties and converted
more of their red zone opportunities than the Pioneers (1-3), but
ultimately scored less points.
Freshman quarterback Ryan
Butterfield took the majority
of the snaps for the road team.
Butterfield primarily played the
role of distributor as the Vikings’
ground attack led the way. This
included Butterfield calling his
own number on several occasions. Not accounting for sacks,
Butterfield ran for 88 yards on
just 10 carries.
Sophomore running back
Donnel Haley and freshman
Terrence Simon also contributed
to the Vikes’ ground attack in a
major way, scoring a touchdown
apiece. Simon’s touchdown run of
66 yards was the longest rushing
play for the Vikings since Tyler
Mazur’s 80-yard run in 2010.
Sophomore Jacob Berman led
the team in receptions and receiving yards this week. Lawrence’s
major offensive contributions
were rounded out by two successful field goal attempts by junior
kicker Patrick O’Mahoney. After

Freshman Sportlight

Brady Busha
Staff Writer

_______________________________________________

Joshua Janusiak was named the
Midwest Conference’s Performer of the Week
after a spectacular showing at the BrissmanLundeen invitational, held at Augustana

Staff Writer

____________________

It was time to make a statement. The Lawrence University
(Viking) Cross Country team
competed last weekend at the
Brissman-Lundeen Invite in Rock
Island, Ill., instead of the classic
Griak meet. The women’s team
took 15 and the men took 19 out
of 50 teams and over 600 runners.
However, the more important statistic at this point in the season is
the Vikings’ performance against
other Midwest Conference (MWC)
teams. It is a midseason preview
of sorts for the MWC meet in three
weeks.
“We are a team that has a
shot at winning conference,”
senior Cam Davies said. “We need
to send a message and to make
them know that we are going to
contend, and we are a scary team.”
Both teams certainly did so as
the men placed ahead of all the
other conference teams, while the
women finished in the top four.
The men’s team was led by
freshman Josh Janusiak whose
time of 26:14 over the 8K course
earned him 78 place, as well as
the honor of Midwest Conference
Athlete of the Week. Junior Max
Edwards followed Janusiak in his
first race of the year with a time
of 26:49. Rounding out the top
five for the men were freshman
Ben Schaefer, senior Jordan Atkins
and freshman Mayan Essak. The

Josh Janusiak - Cross Country

College. Janusiak finished 70th in the 8,000meter course, clocking in at 26:14.4. Fueled
by his superb performance, Lawrence finished 19th in the invite, which was composed
of 50 teams including Midwest Conference
opponents. Lawrence beat every other participating Midwest Conference team.

Photo by Emei Thompson

Matt Geleske

future is bright for the men’s team
as many of the top finishers are
freshmen.
The top finisher in the women’s 6K race was senior Clare
Bruning in 72 place with a time
of 24:05. Bruning was closely followed by senior Liz Landes in
76 at 24:09, and sophomore Erin
Schrobilgen in 80 with the time
of 24:11. Freshman Sierra Polzin,
sophomore Hannah Kinzer, and
senior Cora Williams were the
Lady Vikes’ other top scoring finishers. The women’s team continues to use excellent pack running
that is so vital to success on the
course as all five of the scoring
runners finished within 45 seconds of each other.
Moving forward, the team
looks to continue its success and
to push for Conference. The top
five for the men and women is
certainly not set as each runner
is improving every race. This is a
sign of a thriving and developing
cross country team. “We have got
to keep confidence going,” Davies
said, an aspect especially critical
going into this Saturday’s home
meet. “We have got the confidence
coming home and we are looking to build off that, to go into
Conference in three weeks and to
prove that we area young talented
team.”
On Oct. 10, the Vikings’ cross
country team will compete in
Appleton at Reid Golf Course.

Where are you from? What drew you to
Lawrence?
I am from South Milwaukee, Wis.
My coach suggested that I [should] visit
[Lawrence].The Lawrence Cross Country
team pulled me in; [We went] on a few runs,
had some meals. They are all really cool
people, so they got me hooked.
What was the feeling like when you
heard you were named MWC Performer
of the Week?
I was almost surprised. I just got here.
I was very excited and happy, and it is a
great new experience.

So, with a performance like that, one has
to wonder what the routine is. How do

you get psyched up?
It helps to run with people you like
and people whom will support you. A great
coach and family support is really good too.
Running consistently is really important
too, you just have to be devoted. I like to
listen to pop music, it’s low-key enough that
I don’t get over-excited for a five-mile race,
but energetic enough that I keep my mind
off the stress.
Obviously, you set the bar pretty high
at the invite. How do you plan to keep
this up?
I am just going to keep following the
workout schedule. He [Coach Fast] knows
more about me than I do, it seems. Under
this training plan, and my coach, I will not
doubt myself. It all comes down to pushing
yourself in those last couple of miles, where
you are really mentally tired.
What is one thing you are really looking
forward to for the rest of this year?
There is so much [that] I don’t even
know where to start. Lawrence has sur-

prised me a lot in terms of the campus
events outside of athletics. Athletics - wise,
I’m really looking forward to the conference
and regionals, wherever else I might go,
and also track and field, because I have not
experienced that in college yet.

How different does competing at
Lawrence feel from competing in high
school?
It feels more relaxed, which is what I
wanted. I wanted to be able to focus on athletics and academics at the same time, and
I think Lawrence has it balanced perfectly,
where you feel like you have to get things
done yourself.
How have your teammates helped you
with your transition into the life of a collegiate student-athlete?
It helped a lot, especially during pre—
season, when I got to go to Björklunden,
and having contacts over the summer, in
case I had any questions. It was a great support group to come into college with.
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Athlete of the Week
by Gabriel Armistead Chapman

Casey Merkle - Women’s Soccer
about what I need to do and
how I’m going to help the team
get the win. So right now, I’m
really focused on just shooting
as much as I can, because I’ll
miss 100 percent of the shots
I don’t take. And it’s been hard
lately getting the ball on [the
goal] frame, so we’ve been
working on really getting our
attack going. Once we do that,
more shots will come; and we’re
focusing on getting everyone to
shoot more because that will
increase the chances of shots
going in.

Photo provided by Lawrence University Women’s Soccer

This week, I sat down with
junior midfielder Casey Merkle
of the women’s soccer team.
Merkle was awarded Midwest
Conference Player of the Week
honors for her timely play in
the team’s recent non-conference
and conference victories. Merkle
either scored or assisted on all of
the goals during the team’s last
three wins.
Gabe Chapman: You’ve been all
over the stat sheet, and your
contributions have had a big
impact on games. How does it
feel to be playing at such a high
level?
Casey Merkle: This year feels
really good. We went into this

season having so much momentum; and I think it’s because we
focused so much on our goals.
We came together at the beginning [of the year] and decided
we had four goals that would
help us get to our main goal:
composure, momentum, drive
and belief,. These lead to our
main goal of getting to the top
four [teams in the conference].
We bumped it up a few notches
from last season and it just feels
a lot more competitive. I think
that’s been part of it.
GC: Do you have a personal
method or strategy to get yourself prepared for games?
CM: Beforehand I just think

GC: Do you consider yourself
more of a scorer or facilitator?
You’ve had a lot of assists but
also meaningful goals.
CM: I guess I’d say both right
now. I felt like the facilitator
most of my soccer career and
being the goal scorer wasn’t
something I thought about as
part of what I could do for the
team. Now I’ve really come to
focus on getting the ball into the
back of the net—which could
mean getting a cross in front of
the net so a teammate can finish it or driving it towards the
net. We have some good shooters whom can shoot outside the
box, so those are good chances
and we hope to do that a lot.
GC: How do feel about the position your team is in this far into
the season?
CM: I was just talking about this
with my roommate. We were
looking at the other teams and
how they’re doing—especially
Knox [College] because they
haven’t been a top contender in
the past, but have 30 new fresh-

men this year. We lost to them
this past weekend 1-0 but it was
really close. I thought we performed very well. We’re not out
of it and I think our goal of being
in the top four can be reached.
GC: When did you start playing
soccer?
CM: When I was five years old,
I played on The Honeybees,
which was a Kindergarten recreational league.

GC: Did soccer factor into your
decision to come to Lawrence?
CM: Yeah, because I didn’t know
about Lawrence without having
the soccer coach reach out to
me, so it was a big factor not so
much in deciding to come here
but just knowing that Lawrence
was an option. I wasn’t looking
for a smaller school, but my visit
went pretty well and I thought
the campus was really pretty.
It was between Concordia in
Chicago and Lawrence, and I
ended up choosing Lawrence
for academics and the campus
life.
GC: Do you have a favorite play
or highlight from this season
so far?
CM: I think about our game
against Lakeland [College]
and how we were tied at zero
at the half, and how we were
calm going into the second half
because we knew we were the
stronger team. We didn’t score
until there was 25 minutes left,
but the last 20 minutes was
amazing.

Women’s tennis looks to improve record before championships
Tina Schrage

For The Lawrentian

____________________________________

Lawrence
University’s
Women’s Tennis team fell short
in last weekend’s match against
Grinnell College despite the effort
put in by each athlete. There were
several close matches, but the
team had difficulty tying up loose
ends and grabbing a win for the
team.
“I thought it was a good
match,” junior Katie Frankel said.

SEC
football
dethroned
CJ Revis

Staff Writer

___________________

Four weeks into the college football season and one
thing that is confirmed: the
era of Southeastern Conference

“We competed very well and had a
couple of close losses. They had a
couple of good players whom got
the ball back one more time.”
Freshman Lilly Endsley
continues to excel as the season
moves forward. Endsley competed
against Sydney Banach of Grinnell
College and drew the game out
to three sets, with an overall set
record of 6-10. “A lot of the people
on the team thought it was the
best tennis they had played this
season, so I think win or lose,

we felt like we got good experience out of it,” freshman Annie
Harnicar said.
Lawrence tennis has had a
tough season so far. After the loss
to Grinnell College, the Vikings
have a record of 7-8 overall. Their
Midwest Conference record is 2-5.
The Vikings tennis team’s
season started out well, but as
they moved forward, the teams
they competed against—such as
Grinnell and Cornell—increased
in difficulty. The women’s team is

focusing their energy and mindset
on playing better to grab a spot in
conference.
“It’s been challenging. I mean,
we have had tough losses against
close teams,” sophomore Lindsay
Holsen said. “There were days
when we felt like we could have
played better against a team, but
we just have not been able to
pull through. However, we are still
out there trying hard every time.”

(SEC) domination is over. Last
year’s national championship
game between Ohio State and
University of Oregon was an indicator of this, as it was the first
time in eight years that the game
did not have a team from the SEC
and the second straight year that
the champion was not from the
SEC.
For the past decade, there
was a clear difference between
top teams in the SEC and everybody else. College football fans
should be ecstatic, because now
the ideal system of conference
championships making a difference in the national playoff picture is coming. With this in mind,
here is what the picture is look-

ing like this season.
The defending champion
Ohio State is clearly the team to
beat. They return with (?) a lot
of talent and are stacked at the
quarterback position when many
other contending teams hope to
find just one consistent player.
They showed some vulnerability against Northern Illinois by
winning by only one possession,
but I do not think this will have
a lasting effect. The concern
for them is whether they will
become complacent, as it will be
six weeks until they face a team
talented enough to keep up with
them, Michigan State. Michigan
State has been a solid program
for years, but has not been able

to take that next step to become
championship contender. Many
say this could be the year where
they claim Big 10 supremacy
when they take on Ohio State on
Nov. 21 in Columbus, Ohio.
While the SEC may not be
the dominant force it once was,
it still remains the deepest conference in college football. And
while Alabama may have just lost
at home to Ole Miss, I think it
is dangerous to count them out.
They still have very good teams
on their schedule to prove themselves and I am still not convinced
by others in the conference such
as University of Mississippi (Ole
Miss), Georgia, and Louisiana
State University (LSU). We will

STANDINGS
WOMEN’S TENNIS
TEAM
MWC
OVR
Grinnell
7-0
8-2
Lake Forest
7-1
9-1
St. Norbert
6-1
8-3
Carroll
6-2
11-3
Cornell
5-2
6-5
Monmouth
3-4
3-8
Lawrence
2-5
7-8
Beloit
2-6
3-9
Illinois
1-6
2-8
Knox
1-6
2-12
Ripon
0-7
3-11
FOOTBALL
MWC
North
Beloit
1-0
St. Norbert
0-0
Ripon
0-0
Carroll
0-0
Macalester
0-0 2
Lawrence
0-1
South
Monmouth
0-0
Knox
0-0
Cornell
0-0
Grinnell
0-0
Illinois
0-0
Lake Forest
0-0
TEAM

OVR
2-3
4-0
3-1
2-2
-2
1-4
3-1
2-2
1-3
1-3
1-3
1-3

WOMEN’S SOCCER
TEAM
MWC
OVR
Knox
3-0-2
10-1-2
Lake Forest
3-0-1
8-2-2
Carroll
3-1
7-3-1
St. Norbert
3-1
6-4
Monmouth
2-2
3-9
Ripon
2-3
6-5-1
Illinois
1-2-1
4-6-2
Lawrence
1-2
6-5
Beloit
1-2
4-5
Cornell
1-3
2-9
Grinnell
0-4
2-8

Statistics are courtesy of
www.midwestconference.org
Oct. 7, 2015

See page 11

see where this Alabama team
stands after their game this
weekend against Georgia, but I
still think that they are the best
team in the conference.
The champions of those two
conferences are all but guaranteed places in the playoffs at the
end of the year. After that, it is
pretty scattered, but I am going
to throw my support behind Utah
and Baylor. I do not think Baylor
will compete in the playoffs,
but they have a pretty favorable
schedule and the offensive firepower to beat Texas Christian
University. As for Utah, it is tough
not to support them after their
annihilation of Oregon.
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Zoning laws dictating living at Lawrence
Regan Martin
Staff Writer

______________________

It has been common knowledge for a while now that group
housing at Lawrence is in the process of changing. However, while
there was confirmation last year
about the fate of the Union Street
houses, the future of Greenfire,
Sustainable Lawrence University
Garden (SLUG) and Outdoor
Recreation Club (ORC) was a little less clear, as was the ultimate
solution for housing students with
these options gone.
The assumption that these
three houses will be gone next
year is correct. But the reasoning
behind it may not be what some
students expected. Rather than
the university deciding independently to repurpose the buildings
for other uses, it comes down to
Appleton zoning laws.
Associate Dean of Students
for Campus Life Amy Uecke
explained that these laws are
“the whole reason that we won’t
be able to occupy [the houses].”
However, she elaborated that the
administration understands that
these are important options for
students. “Those groups will have
the ability to apply again, and we
have the lofts coming on board
being built in Colman … right
now we’re focusing on getting
those lofts constructed to offer

yet another option for students to
live together in a different way.”
While the lofts are a fix for now,
Uecke explained that “longer term
… that’s probably at a different
level than mine, that’s probably at
a cabinet level of the president’s
staff to say “how are we going to
expand—is it another residence
hall that we want to build? Is it
more group housing? That kind
of thing.”
With the loss of these housing spaces, students might get
the sense that Lawrence is in the
midst of a major space crisis. “You
get some speculation because
we’re in lounges for some male
students,” Uecke said. But she
clarified that this is not a new
problem. “We always have
more students returning
Term II from abroad, so
we’ll be in a crunch
in that situation…
we’ve been in
these kinds

of situations before, I wouldn’t
classify this as a crisis. We’re
pressed for space, that’s fair, but
I don’t see us setting up huts on
the quads” “In terms of space in
general, housing stock will be able
to accommodate the students we
need to accommodate.”
While the administration is
doing their best to house students
and obey Appleton city ordinance,
that does not change the sadness
of students living in group houses.
“I think group houses achieve a
sense of community and coherence among the students that
can’t be reached in any other
housing option,” said junior Aaron
Witter, who lives in ORC. “I think
some of the individuality that the
houses

allow for is going to be removed
to a degree. I would qualify myself
as a ‘sad boi.’”
Senior Cameron Murdock,
a member of the Greenfire Co-op
and former resident of the house,
agreed. “I think it’s a huge change
because it’s part of the community, and you can’t just have
Lawrence living in a dorm. These
small communities are a big part
of what Lawrence is.”
Members of SLUG felt similarly. “I think it will be a change…
just speaking from my own experience, SLUG house is the main incubator for the plans for the garden,
and it also helps build community within our organization,” said
senior Tracy Johnson. But Johnson
also

expressed an interest to see how
this will affect the club going forward. “I think SLUG will definitely
survive without a house. I think
there’s always been the concern,
more so in the past than now, that
people are more interested in the
house than they are in the actual
running of the garden , so that’ll
be [interesting].”
Senior Abigail Hindson,
another SLUG resident, agreed.
“It makes me very sad. I think
that a big part of why I came
to Lawrence, was the option to
have small group housing, and
I think it’s a great way to have
micro-communities within the
Lawrence community, and I think
losing that is going to be a shame.”
But she added that she appreciated the attempts the Residence
Life Committee is making. “I don’t
think the school wants us to go
at all, and it’s a shame that we
have to. I do like the attempts
that Lawrence is making to allow
group housing. I think it’ll be a different atmosphere for sure.”
Uecke urged students to
speak up, saying “the time is now,
the res life committee, headed
up by Malcolm Lunn-Craft,[is
addressing this issue], so students in group housing right now
should be hearing from somebody
in the res life committee because
they were reaching out to those
houses, and if all else fails they
certainly can drop [comments] off
in our office.”

Connecting with the community: LARY buddies
Anh Ta

Assoc. Copy Editor

_______________________________________________

For the last 20 years, the Lawrence
Assistance Reaching Youth (LARY) buddy
program has been one of Lawrentians’
favorite volunteering activities. Going
beyond Lawrence, these volunteers reach
far and beyond into the Appleton community to help, one little person at a time.
As LARY buddies, Lawrentians act
as mentors and friends to grade school
students from Edison Elementary School.
Each volunteer is matched up to one buddy
based on their preferences. The volunteers
simply go hang out with their buddies during lunchtime and recess, or sit in during
class time.
The elementary school students, or
“little buddies,” are kids with a lot of potential ,but who may be hindered by their personal circumstances and need a little extra
push. The volunteers, their “big buddies,”
provide them with the extra support to
keep them focused, motivated and positive.
That being said, the job of a big buddy
goes beyond recess and fun. Much time is
spent on the small and difficult tasks, such
as helping the little buddies stay focused
in math class or finish their readings.
Sometimes, when the little buddies get
frustrated with a difficult math question,
the big buddies have to be there to encourage. Junior Cathryn Wood, a seasoned big
buddy, admitted that it could be hard “to be
a mentor and not a tutor, and to be a friend
and not a parent.”
Last year, Lawrence saw a recordbreaking number of more than 500 hours
put in by a team of about 30 dedicated LARY
buddies. This number shows true dedication. According to senior Megan Occhino,
who was a LARY buddy coordinator last

year, many volunteers go above and beyond
the required once-a-week commitment and
visit their buddies several times a week.
The key to this commitment seems to
be the lasting bonds formed between the
big and little buddies. As Occhino put it, “I
have seen buddies build such wonderful
bonds that have lasted into summer breaks
and even beyond the big buddy's time at
Lawrence. There are honestly too many
good memories.”
Many volunteers, seasoned or new,
seem to share a similar enthusiasm about
their little buddies. Wood, who has had the
same little buddy since her freshman year,
said, “It is nice because [her buddy and
she] get to stick together, learn and grow
together.”
Recounting her little buddy’s visit to
Lawrence, Wood was proud. It was clear
that her little buddy was not only amazed,
but inspired. “I have never seen him so
excited about something,” commented
Wood. “It is very special to him as he
doesn’t get to see something like this very
often […] I showed him my dorm room.
Someday this could be [him]. [He] would
be going to college […] We are so close to
Edison, yet he never came here.”
For sophomore Trang Le, “the best part
is to watch someone grow and to realize
that you contribute to it,” she commented

after telling us about her little buddy’s
sixth-grade graduation. As an international student from Vietnam, Le also enjoyed
sharing her Vietnamese culture, food and
traditions. “We would just talk and swap
stories,” said Le.
Sharing with us their favorite memories with their little buddies, all the big buddies seem to agree that they have learned a
lot from their little buddies. “It has opened
my eyes to a lot of things I have never been
aware of before,” said Wood. “It taught me
to be more compassionate to everyone […]
I learned a lot and look forward to learning
more from him and becoming a better person because of it.”
LARY buddy volunteering is also a
great way to get outside the Lawrence bubble, according to Occhino. “It […] reminds
me that the world is so much bigger than
Lawrence, and the tests and reading we do

here,” said Occhino. “It is really humbling
and rewarding.”
For these dedicated volunteers, LARY
buddy is more than just a volunteering
program. The positive impressions each
and every volunteer leaves on their little
buddies and the memories will last, beyond
Lawrence and their time here in Appleton.
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The story behind the “Starry Night” replica

Billy Liu

Staff Photographer

_____________________________________________________________________

Summer heat lost ground to autumnal wind in a downpour, which brought clouds that obscured the night. However,
as the Lawrence International Fall Formal drew nearer last
week, another “Starry Night” was taking shape on the fourth
floor of the Warch Campus Center. This backdrop for the
photo booth, an enlarged-to-scale replica of Van Gogh’s famous
“Starry Night,” drew gasps from attendees on Friday, Oct. 2. The
Lawrentian sought out the artist behind the stars, sophomore
Juliana Olsen-Valdez.
Olsen-Valdez was immersed in art early on. “Art has been
a part of my life for a long time,” she said. As a daughter of an
artist who is also an art teacher, Olsen-Valdez views her relationship to art as a natural part of her. “I didn’t really take up
the skill of artistry or the hobby,” she said. “I don’t have a lot of
time for art, either. When I do, it’s usually nice and enjoyable:
something that comes out of blue, [something] that you can
spend a little time on.”
Such is the replica of “Starry Night.” Approximately nine
feet long and six feet wide, the painting spread over two strips
of black paper. Olsen-Valdez penciled down the enlarged sketch
and, with occasional help from other Lawrence International
(LI) board members, she finished brushing the self-mixed colors down on paper on two separate evenings.
When asked about her past experiences, she replied that
this was her first solo project on such a scale. “I’ve painted in
large groups before, but this is big.”
The LI board had decided on the theme of “Starry Night”
for this year’s Fall Formal. In regard to the photo booth, OlsenValdez said, “A few of us came up with the idea that we could
paint our own backdrops. So I decided to volunteer.”
When asked if she was daunted by this project, OlsenValdez laughed as she stroked down a pine with paint. “Well, I
was really excited. At our meeting I [thought], ‘Oh my god, this
is going to be the coolest thing.’ I will tell you, though, last night
when I started, I was not feeling so excited. I [wondered], ‘Oh my
god … what did I get myself into?’”
Her efforts paid off and her worries dispersed. “It’s turning
out pretty nice; I’m really happy with the result.”
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eighth blackbird display sonic range
with eye-opening performance

“Stuff I Do with My Friends [besides eat pizza]”

Izzy Yellen
Columnist

_________________________

Junior Sam Pratt has many
musical passions, several of
which are not highlighted in
the Conservatory. He decided
to put them all together under
one roof open to everyone. The
recital—aptly named “Stuff I
Do with My Friends [besides
eat
pizza]”—encompassed
many of his favorite musical
outlets.
In just a little over an hour,
Pratt played in an improvisatory musical duet, a jazz combo,
a collaborative improvisation
with a painter and an avantgarde jazz punk trio. While this
was a lot of different music and
art in such a short amount of
time, it was at no point overwhelming, and I thoroughly
enjoyed the diversity of the
performances.
The first feature was Pratt
and his close friend, collaborator and junior Gabe Peterson
performing an improvised
piece. With Pratt on tenor
sax and Peterson on baritone
sax, the piece pulled influences from jazz, classical and
a few other styles they both
listen to. Having both been in
the Improvisation Group of
Lawrence University (IGLU)
for several terms, they successfully weaved together a groovy
and soulful piece, wrought with
emotion.
Pratt’s approach to playing
is very evident with his body
language, closing his eyes and

moving greatly to the music.
This was consistent through all
the acts but very explicit with
the jazz combo. His combo—
including juniors Matt Blair
on piano, Jakob Heinemann
on bass and Jeremiah LemkeRochon on drums—often provided a solid, but intriguing ,
backdrop. Pratt soared over it
spiritually, playing beautiful,
lyrical lines that complimented
his contrasting, fiery bebop figures. Both Pratt and the rest of
the combo conveyed different
feelings very well, playing with
intensity but playfulness that
was evident in the most tender
parts, but also the most chaotic.
Hippie Bullshit—a duo
of junior visual artist Willa
Johnson and Pratt—was on
a completely different end
of the spectrum. Combining
his improvisation skills with
Johnson’s painting, the two
improvised together, feeding
off each other’s creativity. This
was an eye-opening experience, as it’s rare to see the time
and effort gone into creating
visual art and even rarer to see
the aspects that directly inspire
it. By the end of the piece, there
was not only a complete musical thought and its recording,
but also a finished painting to
tie it all together visually.
The concert concluded
with Sk8 City High School All
Star Jazz Band, an eclectic trio
consisting of Pratt on tenor
sax, junior Ridley Tankersley

Jon Hanrahan
Staff Writer

___________________________

I did not know what to do
after eighth blackbird’s performance, part of the Artist Series
and New Music Series, in the
Lawrence Memorial Chapel on
Friday, Oct. 2. I mean, I had plans
and everything, but I just did not
know what to do with myself after
two moving hours of new “classical” music.
I have the composer Jacob
Cooper to blame and thank. His
“Cast,” inspired by the sculptures
of Leonardo Drew, concluded the
concert by creating a sense of
absolute stillness and detail that
stretched on and on. Iterations of
a single major chord throughout
Lisa Kaplan’s piano loosely punctuated the constant oscillating
figure in Matthew Duvall’s vibraphone. Over this placid blanket,
descriptive snippets from each of
the four other instrumentalists
appeared occasionally.
Upon closing my eyes, the
piano and vibes became a warm
cat, purring on my right shoulder as I drifted through fractured memories. Cooper’s program notes explain the “sense of
absence and nostalgia” evoked by
Drew’s “paper casts of everyday
objects like dolls, trinkets and
kitchenware.” Whether as memories or common objects, the gestures became an ever-growing
catalogue of both sentiment and
detachment.
Cooper’s work was a final

movement of sorts in a largescale, multi-composer collection
titled “Hand Eye.” Completed this
year, the six works, commissioned
by eighth blackbird, correspond to
the visual artwork of six different
contemporary artists.
Robert Honstein’s “Conduit,”
another standout work, closed
the concert’s first half with its
evocation of “man/machine synthesis.” Bright winds—including Nathalie Joachim’s flute, and
Michael J. Maccaferri’s clarinet—
in the piece’s opening bore an
uncanny resemblance to ringtones. Meanwhile, vivid bursts
inspired, in my mind, the image
of Lisa Frank slurping from a boba
straw. Perhaps all this vibrancy
could suggest the rich, sensual
and emotional experience of digital interaction.
“Bye Bye Huey,” on the other
hand, was a brash, rhythmic mosaic. Ted Hearne composed the work
in order to confront the racist
assumptions about black-on-black
crime surrounding his visual subject, a painting of the young man
who killed Black Panther Party’s
co-founder Huey P. Newton.
In “Mine, Mime, Meme,”
Andrew Norman chose as his
subject interactive machine sculptures that mirror its viewers. A
disjointed, choppy theme cropped
up here and there, shared and
imitated by all of the instruments.
This ensemble mirroring explored
interaction and sensation; its
seeming lack of affect suggested
a certain element of intentional
inconsequentiality.

Timo Andres built his
“Checkered Shade” around the
affect and timbral variety that
Norman eschewed. His use of
prepared piano—putting odds
and ends into the strings to alter
the piano’s sound—opened up
his depiction of Astrid Bowlby’s
abstract, patterned pen-and-ink
drawings to new sonic possibilities. In addition to this and other
experimental inflections, more
traditional approaches—such
as the hymn-like middle section
instigated by Yvonne Lam’s violin
and Nicholas Photinos—conveyed
bittersweet affect with the immediacy of a Miyazaki film’s score.
The subtly dissonant introduction to Christopher Cerrone’s
“South Catalina,” which initiated
the program, alerted the audience
to the new sounds they would
confront over the course of the
evening. In his program notes,
Cerrone mentioned the “unfailingly bright” sunlight to which he
had to adjust upon recently moving to Los Angeles.
Although the entire concert’s
sonic range included the darkest
mess and the most Technicolor
splendor, I couldn’t think of a
more apt description for eighth
blackbird’s impact. In the Chapel,
a performance space that increasingly features the works of living
composers, “Hand Eye” was a welcome revelation of just how relevant, sensual and moving “classical” music can be. With a standing
ovation, the audience heartily seconded the notion.

See page 11

Karin Loberg Code brings Norwegian
folk music with the Harding fiddle
McKenzie Fetters

For The Lawrentian
________________________________

Karin Loberg Code displays her musical skill on the Harding fiddle.
Photo by Natalie Cash

On Monday, Oct. 5, at 8 p.m.,
I sat in Harper Hall, awaiting the
start of another World Music
Series concert. As time went on
and no performer showed on
stage, I began to wonder if the
concert was running a bit late.
I was relaying this notion to
my friends when all of a sudden,
over the din of the mingling crowd
in the auditorium, I heard a soft
melody begin. The audience gradually quieted down and began to
listen, finally realizing, as I did,
that the music was indeed coming
from the back of the hall.
Heads turned and necks
craned to see the night’s performer, Karin Loberg Code, make her
way to the stage, performing a
beautiful folk tune. Once onstage,
I was finally able to see her instrument: a hardingfele or Harding
fiddle, a Norwegian instrument
comparable to a violin with a total
of nine strings and inlaid motherof-pearl designs all over its fingerboard, tailpiece and ribs.
The Harding fiddle possesses
some strings above its bridge and
some strings below it; the ones
underneath pulsate with each
note that is played above, giving
the instrument a thick, rich tone

that resonates differently from
the average stringed instrument.
Hearing the folk melody play, I
was enveloped by its unique timbre, a smooth and clear sound
comprised of many different layers.
Code quietly tapped her foot
to the beat of her song as she
played it, and she invited us in
the audience to tap our feet in a
specific pattern along with her
for other songs in the program.
Initially, I decided not to tap my
feet—first, because I wasn’t sure
about the rhythm and second,
because it felt disrespectful to
the performance. After a while,
though, I found myself wanting
to keep time with Code’s playing,
and, gradually, I began tapping
along.
The Harding fiddle typically
plays Norwegian folk tunes meant
for dancing, which explains why
the tapping felt perfectly natural
in almost every piece that Code
performed. Code gave each piece
an introduction, incorporating history into the program, and played
the entire concert consisting of
14 songs from memory. Code
explained in one of her introductions that Harding fiddle music is
not transcribed on paper; instead,
each fiddle tune gets passed down
the generations from fiddle player

to fiddle player. This fact perhaps
reveals why Code played each of
her pieces as though they were
part of her, not once faltering in
her performance.
From asking for audience participation to giving background
information to tuning before each
piece, Code gave the concert a
calm, laid-back feel. Hearing the
ancient tunes, I imagined sitting in
a cottage by an ocean somewhere
in another age of time, free of
any care in the world. I spent the
entire concert in awe of the focus
and intensity quietly present in
Code’s playing. Some say that the
best artists make their work look
easy, and Code excelled in that
aspect.
Overall, the concert was
a relaxing and enlightening
experience. My personal favorite tunes were “Springar etter
Ivar Ringestad,” an earnest and
imploring melody written by Code
herself, and “Fykeruds farvel til
Amerika,” a mournful tune that
Code said chronicled the homeward voyage of a dying Harding
fiddle player. I enjoyed becoming
acquainted with a different style
of music present in the world and
getting to escape from my world
for a little while as well.
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Music, theatre faculty collaborate
Wendell Leafstedt
For The Lawrentian

_____________________________________

On Sunday, Oct. 4, Lawrence
music and theatre faculty members came together in the
Lawrence Memorial Chapel to
perform two similar works of
chamber music: William Walton’s
“Façade—An
Entertainment”
and Igor Stravinsky’s “L’Histoire
du Soldat,” featuring a rewritten
libretto by J. Thomas and Julie
Esch Hurvis Professor of Theatre
and Drama and Professor of
Theatre Arts Timothy Troy.
Both pieces featured a unique
narration and an unusual combination of instruments. Earlier this
year, the faculty members volunteered for the parts required for
each piece. Each faculty recital
showcases a different group of
teachers and challenges them to
work together as an ensemble.
Matthew Arau conducted
“Façade—An Entertainment.”
Instrumental musicians included
Erin Lesser on flute and piccolo,
David Bell on clarinet and bass
clarinet, John Daniel on trumpet, Janet Anthony on cello, and
Dane Richeson on percussion.
Academy of Music and Teacher of
Piano Linda Sparks and Associate
Professor of Music Steven Spears
performed the vocal part in alternation.
In this piece, composer
William Walton set poems of Edith
Sitwell, from her series “Façade,”
to 22 brief movements. The movements were scored in a variety
of ways. Walton mixed sounds to
create the perfect backdrop for
each poem.
Some movements’ titles
gave away their designs easily—
“Tango-Pasodoble,” “Polka” and
“Waltz”—and some were more

curious: “Lullaby for Jumbo,”
“Black Mrs Behemoth” and “When
Sir Beelzebub,” to name a few.
While the music traveled through
a variety of moods, its general
tone was light.
Listeners might have found
it difficult to focus their attention
on any single aspect of “Façade.”
What was important was what
the individual parts did together. The vocal lines frequently
matched the rhythm of another
instrument, and the lower voices
played off of each other to create an active accompaniment. The
faculty involved in this piece made
sure to showcase what makes the
composition interesting.
The second piece on the program, “L’Histoire du Soldat”—or
“The Soldier’s Tale”—involved 11
people: Matthew Arau as conductor, David Bell on clarinet, Carl
Rath on bassoon, John Daniel on
cornet, Nick Keelan on trombone,
Samantha George on violin, Mark
Urness on bass, Dane Richardson
on percussion, and John Gates,
Charlie Aldrich and Troy as speakers.
Stravinsky’s constantly pulsating piece traditionally includes
three characters—the narrator,
the soldier and the devil—and
one or more dancers. The story
is based on an old Russian parable. For this performance, Troy
wrote a new, modernized libretto,
which retains the theme of the
original story while transporting
the characters into Vietnam Warera America.
The core story is the same in
both versions. The soldier sells his
violin to the devil in exchange for
fame, wealth and companionship.
Eventually, the soldier realizes the
error in his judgment and wins
the violin back from the devil by

deceiving him.
The characters deliver realistic lines in rhyme, conversing freely amongst one another.
Sometimes, they speak without
musical accompaniment. Other
times, such as in “The Devil’s
Song,” one character’s voice calls
out over the angular ensemble
sounds.
Here is a representative line
from Troy’s modern script: “The
cats who know / know when to
say no / and when to join in / this
human race we’re in.” Lines like
these alongside familiar-sounding
conversation combined to make a
distinct style.
Stravinsky did not hold back
when he wrote the instrumental
parts for this piece. Frequently
changing time signatures call for
a conductor, and each performer
had spent months learning his or
her difficult part.
Assistant Professor of Music
Education and Associate Director
of Bands Matthew Arau led the
ensemble through the toughest
sections of the piece and cued the
speakers for their mid-movement
entrances. After the speaking
roles, the violin part was most
prominently featured. Facing the
audience, Associate Professor
of Music and Teacher of Violin
Samantha George deftly bowed
and plucked in coordination with
other players.
“The Soldier’s Tale” and
“Façade—An
Entertainment”
showed two different ways composers utilize spoken word in
their pieces. The faculty ensembles demonstrated precise control of every note and motion.
Hopefully, exposure to a new type
of chamber work will inspire students to seek out and perform
other pieces like these.

Saxophone duo Ogni
Suono shares playful style
Henry Dykstal
Staff Writer

_________________________

If bands, ensembles, orchestras and other musical groups
could be animals, Ogni Suono, the
two-person saxophone partnership made up of Noa Even and
Phil Pierick, would likely be a
dolphin: playful, sleek, constant
and dynamic. They displayed this
character in a performance in
Harper Hall on Sunday, Oct. 4. The
group is dolphin-esque in more
ways than one; their music, mostly pieces they’ve commissioned
themselves, can be screeching,
dissonant and violent to the senses—again, much like a dolphin.
Neither Even nor Pierick
seemed the type to coax such horrifying yet intriguing melodies
and textures from their instruments. Neither particularly tall,
both clad in large thick spectacles
and with Pierick sporting sideburns that seemed straight out of
the Gilded Age, one would expect
them to play music perhaps more
quaint, or at the very least, more
traditional.
However, that was not the
case, not even a little. While several of their pieces had a sense of
beauty about them—the hilariously named “Dart: Don’t Be His
Shadow” and “Roya”—other pieces, such as “From This Point On”
seemed explicitly designed to test
the listener’s patience and their
hearing. They were primarily
made up of enormous drones and
high-pitched squawks that called

to mind a horrible accident at a
shipyard.
Even and Pierick take their
name from a piece by James
Bunch called “Ogni Suono Come
Un Essere Viviente,” which translates to “Every Sound Like a Living
Being.” Since their shortened form
for their name is “Every Sound,”
it is unfair to say that their music
is ugly or wrong. Indeed, the idea
of every sound is very much the
point of their work, with the clacking of the keys against the body of
the saxophone, the breaths taken
before plowing into the fields of
sound, even the whistle of the
reed as air comes out instead of
music.
Over the course of 90 minutes, it felt indeed as if we were
drawn into every living sound, an
odyssey across how many bizarre
sounds a saxophone could make,
which turned out to be nearly limitless. Only once did they use nonsax instruments, and that was for
“From This Point On,” which simply may have been an off performance.
Even if that was the case, Ogni
Suono is still a group worth taking
very seriously. While their music
may proudly be “not for everyone,” this is something that should
be celebrated. Even if one does
not enjoy some of their pieces, the
mere act of witnessing them is an
expansion of consciousness worth
reckoning. Every sound matters.
Every sound should swim through
the listener at one point, like a pod
of dolphins splashing across the
ocean’s surface.

Album Review
Good Trouble’s
“Good Trouble”
Izzy Yellen
Columnist

_________________________

As the 2015 school year
came to a close, Good Trouble—
also known as Combo One of
2014-15—recorded
their
self-titled debut album. The
album—completely made up
of original compositions—featured alumnus Jack Lussenden
’15 on drums, junior Jakob
Heinemann on bass, alumnus
Jonathan Fagan ’15 on piano,
junior Sam Genualdi on guitar,
senior Will Fraser on alto sax,
senior Carson Caldart on tenor
sax and alumnus Ben Phillips
’15 on trumpet. The album was
released on July 11, 2015.
The brilliance of “Good
Trouble” was not just in the
fact that it was entirely original, but also that every musician approached each tune,
whether it was theirs or not,
with sophistication and emotion. With conviction, each player painted a beautiful, intricate
picture together. That picture
varied from piece to piece, but
was always sure to amaze.

While the infectious energy
and beauty of collaboration was
evident throughout, the album
still contained a wide variety
of eclectic jazz. This was mostly due to the various composers. Even so, each composer
brought many styles, jazz and
not, together in their respective
pieces to produce a truly unique
and fresh album.
Favorite tracks of mine
were “Wall Drug” by Fraser,
“Sal” by Genualdi, “Bougie” by
Phillips, “Falling Inwards” by
Heinemann, “Legacy” by Fagan
and “I saw my dead dog the
other day” by Lussenden. While
these all stood out as highlights,
the whole album remained
cohesive and interesting.
I do not typically have a
single favorite from an album,
but “Sal” really resonated with
me due to the feeling behind it.
Written by Genualdi soon after
his grandfather passed away,
the composition is not only a
record of how he felt at the time
but also an extremely personal
way of sharing with countless
listeners how he felt, and still
feels.

Regardless of knowing
all the stories and sentiments
that inspired each tune, the
album as a whole often promoted the feeling of nostalgia
and caused me to ponder the
impact of the past. While most
of these stories are unique to
each composer, they all shared
the loss of late Director of Jazz
and Improvisational Music
Fred Sturm. They commemorated him with the entire album,
but most notably with Fagan’s
tune “Legacy,” which is heavily
inspired by Sturm’s compositions.
“Good Trouble” is without
a doubt an incredible culmination of what several students
have learned here thus far, but
also a promising indication of
what each musician will continue to do, whether they’re
still at Lawrence or not. Despite
them going their separate ways,
I know they will continue to do
great things musically.
You can find the album
here at <https://goodtrouble.
bandcamp.com/releases>.

Best Traditional Pizza
Best Late-Night Dining
Best Take-Out/Delivery
FREE SUPER-MUNCHEEZ CHEEZYBREADSTICKS
with any 14” or 16” Pizza!
FREE DELIVERY!

OPEN 11 A.M.–3 A.M.

Ask for your Lawrence Discount!

920-749-1111
www.MuncheezPizzeria.com | 600 W. College Ave. Downtown Appleton
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STAFF EDITORIAL
Considering the effects of
newly-installed smoke detectors
Over the past summer, Lawrence University renovated two formal group houses; two major changes
made were the installation of new photoelectric smoke detectors and sprinkler systems. The sprinkler
systems are a vital safety addition, and we hope that all halls have these installed soon.
However, the new smoke detectors are overly sensitive. That might be an understatement as each
of those have already set off multiple alarms. Spray paint has already set off one alarm, while shower
steam has done so multiple times
Any time a fire alarm is set off, the local fire department must drive to campus. Additionally,
Lawrence University pays a steep fine every time the fire department is called. As you consider that,
think of the amount of times a dorm fire alarm has gone off from overcooked popcorn.
This is certainly an issue when detectors are set off by unmonitored food or novice cooking adventures, but at least those false alarms are created by smoke. With new alarms being set off by reflective
particles of steam or spray paint, this unnecessary and avoidable cost is becoming an even greater issue.
Furthermore, as more false alarms occur, students have begun taking them less seriously. This could
become especially problematic in the case of a real fire, and this will become an even greater issue with
more false alarms
Every building on campus should have sprinkler systems and effective smoke detectors. However,
these new photoelectric devices do not currently seem to be the proper solution. And as Lawrence
installs new systems throughout campus, we hope that any new changes do not exacerbate existing
issues or lead to easily avoidable costs for the school.

CORE-ections should be
made to CORE attendence
Theodore Kortenhof

Staff Writer

________________________

This year marks the third
time students are participating in
the CORE program, an orientation program for students new
to Lawrence. The CORE program
is two terms long, beginning fall
term and ending winter term.
Every week at CORE meetings,
leaders initiate discussions related to the transition to Lawrence.
The topics discussed are predetermined. This term, topics include
campus engagement, identity,
relationships and the residential
campus. Along with creating discussions, the CORE program seeks
to foster connections between
new Lawrentians, introducing
new students to the social side of
college.
While CORE is a valuable
opportunity for new students, I
was underwhelmed by my CORE
experience. This had nothing to do
with my CORE leaders, and everything to do with my own level of
participation. I regrettably did not
throw myself into CORE. I dragged
my feet and complained, putting
up a futile, juvenile resistance to a
program meant to help me. I was
not active in CORE discussions,
and did not try to involve myself in
the group. Most notably, I stopped
going to CORE entirely during my
winter term. As such, I didn’t get
much out of the program.
I bucked the CORE program
because of an elevated sense of
invulnerability, and a fair dose of
hubris. While I was in CORE, I
often felt that I didn’t need the

program, that it was below me
and thus couldn’t benefit me. This
was shortsighted, and far from the
truth. By skipping CORE, I missed
out on a potential support net
and a place to go with questions
and concerns; a place where I
could have grown through discussion prompts and self reflection. I
missed this opportunity.
My experience was not
unique. Last year, many people
showed only a minimal level of
participation in CORE. One of the
major obstacles for the CORE program last year was the groups that
fell apart due to low attendance.
Many groups ceased to function
when a critical mass of their members stopped attending. Once this
happened, the remaining member’s experience was impaired.
CORE groups with low attendance
had trouble maintaining the level
of discussion achieved by other
groups due to their inadequate
numbers.
Improvements can, and are,
being made to try to increase CORE
attendance. CORE leaders often
try to bring food to incentivize
attendance. However, an appeal
to the stomach is not always a sufficient way to persuade students.
More drastic measures should be
applied.
The CORE program might
have higher attendance if the syllabus were loosened. While it is
important to discuss issues like
identity, such discussions are not
always fun, nor engaging. I enjoyed
CORE meetings that rambled off
topic, as I felt that they morphed
from a pseudo-serious forum to
a more lighthearted gathering of
friends.
Discussing issues relevant

to Lawrence life is an essential part of CORE and should be
maintained. However, I think a
less scheduled approach would
be an improvement. If the schedule allowed leaders to substitute
items of group interest, rather
than prescribed topics, CORE
would be much more engaging,
and thus retain more people.
Additionally, giving groups more
autonomy in discussion selection
would allow individual groups to
tailor their discussions to their
specific needs.
Allowing students to opt out
after one term of CORE could
also improve the program. This
would allow students who were
uninterested in CORE, like myself,
to not take part after fall term.
Only involving people enthusiastic about CORE would improve
winter term attendance. While
fewer people would be involved in
CORE, its participants would have
a higher quality experience.
CORE groups live and die
by their attendance. Groups that
have good attendance are successful, and their members gain much.
Groups with lesser attendance
sputter out, and their members
gain nothing. What makes CORE
successful is participation. While
improvements can, and should be
made to help boost attendance,
the core of its success depends
on CORE members. It seems obvious, but the fundamental step in
improving attendance is attending. So I implore those involved
in CORE to approach it with an
open mind, and take part. CORE
is meant to help students. If you
don’t make the same mistake I did,
you will get something out of the
CORE program.

Give punk music a try
Bridget Keenan
For The Lawrentian

_____________________________________

Sinfonia had a pretty good
show this weekend, which consisted of four bands, all of the
genre of either punk, indie or
metal. All of the bands consisted
of Lawrentians, and many students showed up to hear their
original music. For the most part,
their musicianship was good, and
the song content was on flick.
From what I could tell, the overall
audience response to the show
was positive and I believe that
more students should get involved
in the punk scene.
Punk has been one of my
great passions since coming to
Lawrence. I have loved music my
entire life, and had always wanted the opportunity to be more
intensely involved in its production. I went to my first punk show
at the Train Station, a local punk
venue, last year and I have gone
to every possible show since. I
wouldn’t call myself an expert on
the scene, but I do consider myself
a member. I’ve only recently tried
my skills at songwriting; but I do
plan to one day play and write my
own music.
Personally, I have found the
punk scene to be a great asset. It
allows freedom of expression and
identity that it is difficult to find
anywhere else. Many people think
of punk entirely in terms of music;
but it is really a culture more so
than a genre. Punk is a movement against the grain of current
popular culture and social norms.
Leftist politics are key to punk ideology. The punk scene makes itself
present as a radical liberal space
for misfits, and a place of catharsis
for those who would otherwise
have none.
As an extreme liberal, and
a queer woman, I have never
really fit into anyone’s definition
of mainstream culture. Since this
came as a shock to me initially, I
spent a lot of time contemplating
ideas that bothered me and how
they came to exist. When I came
to college, I was fully about to
realize that there are other people
like myself; many of whom felt the
same way and came to the same
conclusions. As someone who has
always been a radical person, it
only seemed fitting that I would
express these feelings and beliefs

Stress Addict

continued from page 3
The clubs in the first category
you should probably drop, or if
that is too heartbreaking for you,
then just don’t go to the meetings
and most of the events. For the
second category, only go to meetings or events if you don’t have
much work to do. That’s a hard
call to make, but it’s an important
one. For your last category, it’s OK
to be super invested and go to the
meetings and events. However, if
you are swamped with work, it really is all right to skip it. No one’s
going to be mad at you. We all go
to this school, we all have tons of
work to do and no one will be upset that you are prioritizing academics over the club.
If you’ve ended up in a position of power in one or more
of these clubs, like treasurer or
president or something, you’re going to have to very critically assess

somewhere safe.
The punk scene is one of the
only places where I can go free
of judgement. A safe space is a
place in which everyone is free to
express their thoughts and ideas
without having to fear for their
safety. Although no one says it,
the punk venues I’ve been to are a
premium example. This personal
freedom is tied together by shared
political beliefs and music taste.
I’ve found this radical counterculture ethos very empowering,
and I have reason to believe that
others feel the same.
While small, the Appleton
punk scene is fairly accessible to
Lawrentians. Last year, I was surprised to find out that Appleton
had a notable punk venue less
than half a mile away from campus, and that’s not the only
one within walking distance.
Admittedly, the local subculture
has experienced low activity lately,
but that’s another issue for another day. Although the Lawrentian
turnout is often small, the option
of attending a local punk show is
always there.
It’s not that there aren’t
people on campus who enjoy
the subculture. On the contrary,
some Lawrentians live, sleep and
breathe scene music. Although I
know a lot of people who love
music individually, we don’t have
much of a community. The bands
we have had on campus for the
past few years have been few
and far between, and the people
interested in booking shows even
fewer.
I would like to see more independent punk music on campus.
I greatly enjoyed the event at
Sinfonia this weekend, and our
mosh pit easily put FED UP Fest to
shame. Although there are many
musical outlets on campus, it is
really punk that I would like to see
fall into the spotlight. It will take
some adjustment for anybody; but
the time and circumstances are
right for a push.
Lawrence punks are off to
a good start. Many of my friends
compose their own music and are
more than willing to play in a
band. I was completely surprised
by how many people with wardrobes and styles coded as punk
I saw this weekend, so hopefully
punk events will be able to grow
interest in the future.
whether or not you are up to the
job. If you are not, you need to let
others in club know. Together you
can work out a replacement or a
way for you to take on less responsibility. You wouldn’t be doing
yourself or the club any favors by
taking on a job that you would not
be able to do well.

Taking these actions may feel
really tough and harsh, but it’s for
the best. Don’t dedicate too much
time to student orgs, and make
sure that you are leaving enough
for homework and downtime. Do
not, I repeat do not think that you
don’t have to allow for downtime.
It’s something we all need in order
to stay sane. If that means cutting back on the number of clubs
you’re involved in, then so be it.
Your mental health is the most important thing.
Good Luck!
- Fiona
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College: expectations versus reality
Krystin Williams
For The Lawrentian

_____________________________________

A book bag spilling out with
unnecessary school supplies, an
awkward ID photo and a rather
worried expression practically
scream, “I am a freshman!” Within
the first few weeks of school, I
was bombarded with countless
events, different groups to join
and so many new faces that would
eventually become familiar. My
college expectations for the first
few weeks consisted of an unnecessarily heavy work load, making college seem like nothing but
a more terrible version of high
school with a few parties.
To my surprise, college was
nothing at all like I had expected:
the people were actually nice!
During move-in day, I was surprised to be greeted by several
helpers who voluntarily wanted
to carry my huge bin of clothes up
several flights of stairs. I gained a
feeling of relief: college was not
just like another bad sitcom or a
replica of American Pie. This was a
real, in the flesh place that I knew
I wanted to be.
As I finally ascended the

Women’s tennis

continued from page 5

With conference only three matches away, the Vikings are working
hard to achieve their goals.
“The goal would be able to
make it to team conference, so
we would have to finish in the top
four,” Frankel added. “We would
have to play well, but that is a
pretty good goal for us.”
After starting over from
scratch with only five returning
players, the women’s tennis team
hopes to continuously grow. Once

Conservatory

continued from page 8
on drums and senior Christian
Carroll on guitar. The trio is
known for their loud, energetic
and abrasive shows at house parties, so it was quite a different
feeling seeing them perform in
Harper Hall. While they sounded
as fantastic as they usually do, it
was almost harder to enjoy it due
to the setting. Alas, it ended the
concert with a bang and left the
audience stunned.

stairs going towards my new
home, I walked up to the door
with my key in hand, ready to
open the door into adulthood. For
some reason, I expected the decorating part of the room to be relatively quick and easy. However, I
spent three hours unpacking and
nailing pictures into the walls.
After saying goodbye to my mother, a moment one can never really
prepare for, my roommate and
I sat on our beds and exhaled,
anxiously awaiting to see what
college had in store for us. In the
back of my mind, I assumed that
this perfect feeling of bliss and
nostalgia would soon end once
classes actually started.
Typically, most freshmen
assume that college is filled with
parties, good food and sleep
deprivation. After my first week,
I am happy to tell you that for me,
this is completely accurate! The
hardest part of a school week is
definitely the workload and finding time for yourself. Although
school work always comes first on
the list, it is necessary to maintain
a healthy balance between work
and extracurricular activities.
As the weeks seem to fly
past me, I am slowly starting to

mold into the pattern of things at
Lawrence. Although the amount
of reading I have on a daily basis
can tire even the most energized
individuals, somehow with a
cup of coffee I am able to pull
through. At the start of the first
week of school, I was surprised
with how quickly my professors
went straight into their curriculum. Honestly, I was still trying
to get over my case of senioritis.
Lawrence definitely is a university
that aims towards success, which
I now have learned to appreciate.
I am happy to know that being a
student here will ultimately be
worth the college tuition, even
though the work is tough.
College provides a personal
experience for each and every
individual who steps foot on campus. While only being at Lawrence
for a few short weeks, the overall
experience has provided me with
an everlasting effect. College is
not as crazy as it is depicted in
television shows and movies. The
main goal of Lawrence is education, hard work and success. As I
prepare for the next four years of
my life here, I remain hopeful and
humble for everything and everyone that I will soon encounter.

this season ends, the focus will
be on making improvements and
building the team up. “This year
we had only a couple of returning
players whom were actually in
the line up last year,” Frankel said.
“Next year, everyone from the line
up is going to be back, which is
really exciting.”
As the season comes to a
close, the Vikings are left with
a bittersweet feeling. “I feel like
tennis always goes by so quickly,”
Harnicar stated. “It is definitely a
mixed bag of emotions.”
“I am glad I got to play with
a great group of people this year,”

Holsen added. Although there
are only four games left, the Lady
Vikings will recover during the
off-season and practice more during the Spring term to improve for
next year.
“The amount of work you
put in is very proportional to the
award you receive,” Harnicar said.
“You learn how important it is to
fight for what you want.”
The women’s tennis team
only has three matches left
before they head to the Midwest
Conference Championships.

I could not have attended a
better show to kick off my new
column, the purpose of which
is to review and promote nonConservatory music. Although it
was in Harper Hall and put on
by a Conservatory student, all
the acts were musical endeavors
Pratt does in his own time, showing strong passions of his. This is
the type of music I want to share
with my readers. More often than
not, it doesn’t get the attention it
deserves to. I aim to change that.
With this concert, I was able
to see what music Pratt plays

purely because he wants to, not
because he has to. It was exciting
to see it in this setting too, as I and
the rest of the audience were able
to get a taste of four side-projects
of his in one sitting. As always, I
look forward to the next time I get
to witness Sam Pratt, and his fellow musicians and artists, create
something truly unique, no matter
the context.
You can hear a recording of
the concert at SoundCloud.

Congratulations to the newly-elected
LUCC Freshman Class Representatives!
—Madi Gardner
—Emma Lou
—Gustaf Schwen
—Craig Jordan

LUCC
Update

LETTER TO THE EDITOR
To the Editor,

Hundreds of Lawrence students, mostly men, attended a dinner hosted by Men Against Rape and Sexual Assault (MARS) on
Tuesday, Oct. 6, hoping to confront issues of sexual violence on our
campus. The event earned a great deal of attention from Lawrence
administrators, members of the Communications office and outside
news media, both before and after the event.
On behalf of Title IX Coordinator Bob Williams, Executive
Assistant to the President Alice Boeckers emailed all male Lawrence
students, inviting them to an “important event” that promised to
“matter deeply to you.” Communications, through Lawrence’s social
media, highlighted the event and its resultant media coverage. The
dinner itself earned the attention from at least Fox 11 and the PostCrescent.
We think to ourselves, for the briefest of moments, “Fantastic!
Men are becoming active in a broader movement to combat violence
against women, reversing society’s tendency to victim-blame and
urge women to protect themselves from this inevitable danger!”
However, are they? For those who acknowledge that it is on men to
radically and collectively alter their behavior and mindset, this must
be a good step, right?
We hear so often people say they join fraternities as a means to
“become better men,” and we heard this said at last night’s dinner!
But if those fraternity brothers are working so hard to become better men, why has it taken so long for them to acknowledge the harm
they have perpetuated on campus? Why haven’t they fought sexual
violence on women with everything they have? Why did they wait
to create their own organization rather than join one of the many
women-lead conversations and organizations on campus? Why is it
that it takes a well catered dinner for them to start a conversation?
Why is it that men are leading this conversation, when, statistically,
they have so rarely ever experienced anything that they are talking
about?
Why the attention now? Why, after women have led organizations, marches, petitions and educational campaigns, do 300+-plus
men in their Sunday Best get the limelight? Why is it that, when men
come together to learn lessons they should have already learned,
administrators and reporters believe this to be exceptional? And,
perhaps most frustratingly, why did Fox 11’s coverage qualify the
term rape culture with the words “so-called”?
Here’s to the organizations, such as Downer Feminist Council
(DFC), Student Alliance Against Sexual Harassment and Assault
(SAASHA), All Is One! Empowering Young Women of Color (AIO),
etc., that have done this work tirelessly for years. Here’s to the individual women who have stood up for each other day in and day out.
Here’s to a future that no longer privileges male voices and male-led
events. Here’s to the thoughtful reconfiguration of events, such as A
Mile In Her Shoes and this MARS dinner, that do just as much, if not
more, to bolster fraternities’ images and men’s self-images as they
do to dismantle the patriarchal systems and assumptions that fuel
rape culture.
- Gil Etherington ‘17 and Jon Hanrahan ‘16

Letters to the Editor can be sent in to Opinions & Editorials Editor Jess
Morgan at jessica.morgan@lawrence.edu. We review all letters and
consider them for publication. The Lawrentian staff reserves the right
to edit for clarity, decency, style and space. All submissions should be
submitted on the Monday before publication, and should not be more
than 350 words.

The opinions expressed in The Lawrentian are those
of the students, faculty and community members who
wrote them. All facts are as provided by the authors.
The Lawrentian does not endorse any opinions piece
except for the staff editorial, which represents a majority of the editorial board. The Lawrentian welcomes
everyone to submit their own opinions using the parameters outlined in the masthead.
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What is your worst experience with a false fire alarm?
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“It was in Trever my freshman
year. We were outside at 2 a.m.
in the cold, and everyone was
looking for who did it.”
—Kenneth Herrera

“I was tutoring in the piano lab
and left my books there. Later,
they were still dealing with it, and
I had to wander and wait.”
—Katie Nelson

“We had one at 5 a.m. in my old
school. It was in winter, and I
forgot to bring my shoes.”
—Abi Keefe
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“Winter Term 2014, Colman. It
was minus 12°F outside and we
waited in the Hiett lounge at 4 in
the morning.”
—Megan Davidson

“There was one when my
neighbor slept through and
freaked us out, even though
we called him three times and
knocked on his door.”
—Evan Class

“The fire alarm went off in Sage
twice one summer night; I was
returning to my room there
during the second one and had
to head back to Trever.”
—Rufino Cacho
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